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Do you have anything to say to other
businesses in the area?

Perhaps one of the most difficult
categories to judge this year was
the Business Person of the Year.

“Absolutely! We are just starting to
work with businesses across Salford
so we’d like to extend that offering to
your readers too.

The winner had to stand out from
many fantastic entrants showing an
exemplary level of leadership and
skill in all aspects of running their
business.

“Any organisation with parents on their
staff is invited to contact us, and we
will be pleased to discuss the special
rates we offer our partners, so they can
provide a discounted childcare package
to their employees.

The winner this year was Nicola
Fleury, Managing Director and
Owner of the Kidzrus chain of
private day nurseries.
We spoke to Nicola to find out
more about her business and
what she thought of winning
the award:
Nicola, congratulations on
winning the business person of
the year award. How did you
feel when you heard you had
been successful?

Nicola Fleury with the Kidzrus Team!

“I was amazed, to be honest!
It was the first time we’d entered
an Award outside of the Nursery
Sector and we were thrilled to have
even been shortlisted.
“Our expertise in our field is
something we are proud of but
we weren’t sure how it would
compare in the general business
arena. I know that the other finalists
were all great business figures, so
given all that - plus being the only
woman shortlisted - I’m sure you
can see why when we won we were
surprised - and thrilled!”
Did you enjoy the evening?
Obviously this was a personal
award, so was anyone else there
with you?
“It was a great night, there were
other people there we knew
personally as well as professionally,
which was nice.
“And we really are a team. It might

be my vision but I know it could
never happen without the amazing
colleagues and family members
who work hard and do such a great
job, every day.

There is obviously a lot to think
about when opening a nursery
and it’s a big responsibility,
how did you manage to grow
your business?

I was really pleased that I could
share the evening’s wonderful
events with my family and staff the Kidzrus team!”

“I was always ambitious - but I
kept my principles and concern
for doing the right thing at the
top of my mind, and that laid the
foundations for the growth of the
Kidzrus Nursery Group.

How long has Kidzrus been
going? Tell us a bit about your
background?
“Well, I was born and grew up
in Salford and I am very proud
of where I came from. I started a
childminding business in 2005,
working from home - with the
vision of one day having my own
chain of nurseries.
“I took it one day at a time
though, as I am passionate
about the wellbeing of the
children and that always comes
first - it can’t be rushed.”

“My desire to extend this ethos
is what’s helped me develop
five nurseries across Greater
Manchester in MediaCityUK, Irlam,
Eccles, and two sites in Swinton.
“I now have 80 staff, and offer
350 childcare places.”

Outsanding Day Care Across Salford.
For more details contact:
Monton House
19 – 21 Monton Green
Eccles
M309LE
0161 743 9853

Kidzrus Mcr Rd

98 Manchester Road
Swinton
M27 5FQ
0161 794 0128

Kidzrus Irlam

590 Liverpool Rd
Irlam
M44 5AA
0161 775 1593

Kidzrus Media City

Glenn House,
South Langworthy Road
Salford
M50 2RP
0161 743 9315

Thank you Nicola - is there anything
else you want to add?
“Just this: my motto is ‘Every Child,
Every Chance’. I have a vision to
provide outstanding, quality childcare
to this community I am so passionate
about, ensuring that all children have
the best start in life, and I am so proud
that the award recognised the work
that’s been done towards this.”

the WINNERS

“Safeguarding, wellbeing,
partnerships; these aren’t just
things I talk about, they are what
me and my Teams all live, every
day, and they are the key to
our vision.

Kidzrus Nursery. Every Child, Every Chance.

Kidzrus Monton

“Children can be dropped off and
collected from any of our 5 nurseries
near home or work - or on the way safe in the knowledge that every one
of them is not only part of a successful
Group, but as one of my nurseries,
it is uniquely important to me and
the team there.”

Kidzrus The Lodge
45 Hospital Road
Swinton
M27 4EX
0161 728 6886

One of the most hotly contested
awards this year was the Business of
the Year Award for companies with
over 50 staff.

the JUDGES

Nicola Fleury,
MD and Owner,
Kidzrus

The judging panel are from very different business backgrounds - including public and private sector organisations and businesses of very different scales.
The range of different experiences by the panel ensure that a fair view of all entries is considered, offering a truly impartial outcome to the judging process.
Jon Cheetham

Helen McHale

Simon Edmondson

Tracey Rush

Jon is an independent marketing
and design consultant specialising in
printed marketing communications.
He is also co-owner of GM Business
Connect Magazine, and chairs the
awards judging panel.

Helen set up Stockport Homes in 2005
which has developed by improving
customer services and delivering
improvements to become the largest
developer of affordable housing in
Stockport, employing 560 staff today.

Simon is the previous Chair of the
FSB for the Northwest .He previously
founded and sold a successful
surveyors, and after that developed
a successful catering company which
was also sold 8 years ago.

Tracey is a co-founder of AsOne
Digital Business Development,
MD of the Digital Creative Network,
member of the Tameside Prosperous
Board, and she continues to Mentor
for the GM Business Growth Hub.

John Jones

Karen Garrattley

Nicola Buckley

Matthew Kershaw

John is Corporate and Forensic Partner
at Beever and Struthers Chartered
Accountants based in Manchester.
He was also pro-manchester
Chairman, and previously held a
role as Senior Manager at KPMG.

Karen is owner and MD for
COS Bookkkeeping, providing
bookkeeping and training services
for all major accounting packages.
Karen is also Business Development
Manager for Ralli Solicitors.

Nicola is a previous award winner
and is the owner and creator of
Florence & Amelia’s vintage home
and gift shop, which offers gifts for
sale and hosts chalk paint and
upcycling of furniture workshops.

Matthew is currently Economic
Development Officer at Tameside
Council. He previously held a position
of Regional Manager for the GM
Chamber of Commerce across three
boroughs of the region.

